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DIGEST: 

Protests that solicitations violated Army 
regulations by failing to restrict com- 
petition for educational services to only 
regionally or nationally accredited insti- 
tutions and should have been negotiated 
instead of formally advertised are un- 
timely since alleged deficiencies were 
-apparent from face of solicitations and 
protests were not filed until after bids 
were opened. 

Central Texas College protests the proposed award of 
contracts for educational services under invitations for 
bid (IFB) Nos. DABT31-82-B-0088; DAKF57-82-E-0188; 
and DARF06-82-B-0150, which were issued by various con- 
tracting activities of the Department of the Army. With 
respect to each procurement Central contends that the 
solicitation failed to restrict competition to only 
regionally or nationally accredited institutions, as 
required by applicable Arny regulations. Moreover, 
Central contends that these regulations and 10 U.S.C. 
S 2304(a)(5) require that these procurements be nego- 
tiated (requests for proposals), rather than formally 
advertised (invitations for bids), as they were. We 
dismiss the protests as untimely. 

Our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. 5 21.2(b)(l) 
(1982), require that any protest based upon alleged 
improprieties in a solicitation which are apparent 
prior to bid opening must be filed prior to bid opening. 
The term filed means receipt in the contracting agency 
for protests filed with the agency, or receipt in our 
Office for protests filed with us. Shell Computer Sys- 
tems, Inc., B-203986, July 23, 1981, 81-2 C P D  58. 
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Here, b i d  open ing  on I F B  0088 was h e l d  on  J u l y  30, 
1982, and C e n t r a l ' s  p r o t e s t  was r e c e i v e d  i n  t h i s  O f f i c e  
on August 5, 1982. With r e s p e c t  to IFB 0188, b i d  open ing  
was J u l y  29, 1982, and C e n t r a l  d i d  n o t  f i l e  i ts  p r o t e s t  
u n t i l  August 20 ,  1982. F i n a l l y ,  r e g a r d i n g  I F B  0150,  b i d s  
were opened on September 9 ,  1982 b u t  C e n t r a l ' s  protest  
w a s  n o t  f i l e d  u n t i l  September 21, 1982. 

S i n c e  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  C e n t r a l  compla ins  of were 
apparent from t h e  f a c e  o f  e a c h  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  i t s  p r o t e s t s  
were un t ime ly  f i l e d  and a re  d i s m i s s e d .  
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